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to him. As early as December 28 Salle had proposed thai
the case of the king should be referred to the piimaiy
assemblies, and Lanjumais strongly supported him. Even if
this appeal had taken place, it is very doubtful if it would
have resulted in the acquittal of the king; but it would have
relieved the deputies of the Convention of a terrible responsi-
bility as judges. After a long debate, it was decided on
January 14, on the motion of a young Girondin, Boyer-
Fonfrede, that three questions should be put to the Convention,
on which every deputy was to give his vote aloud in the
tribune as his name was called in alphabetical order ot depart-
ments. The three questions were. Was Louis guilty of con-
spuacy against the nation ? Shall the judgment be subject to
the sanction of the people ? and, What shall be the penalty ?

On January 15, under the presidency of Vergniaud, the
first question was put to the vote. Out of 739 members, 6<S3
simply voted that Louis was guilty; none voted for acquittal;
and the minority was composed of fifteen deputies, headed by
Lanjuinais, who stated that they voted as legislators, not as
judges, of eight deputies, including Fauchet and two other
bishops, who refused to act as judges, and of five who would
not vote at all Further, eight deputies were absent from
illness, and twenty on mission, including Danton, Lacroix,
Gregoire, and Collot d'Herbois. On the same day, January 15,
the .second vote was taken. Of the 717 members present, 424
voted against the appeal to the people, 283 voted lor it, and
10 refused to vote. But it is well worth while to examine
how the Girondin party was divided in itself. Instead of
giving a solid vote for the appeal to the primary assemblies,
which they would have done if they had been an organized
political party, it is noticeable that many leading Girondins,
such as Boyer-Fonfrede, Condorcet, and Isnard, all voted
against the appeal to the people. Such a party as the
Girondins, divided against itself, could not hope to win the
majority of the votes of the Plain. The most serious vote of
all was taken on January 16, and the voting lasted throughout
that night and the next day, for every deputy wished to u'ive